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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

i 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-10 are directed to signals that are determined to be 
authenticated or unauthenticated, which is defined on page 21 of the specification as being 
signals that transmits information. The Office's current position is that claims involving signals 
encoded with functional descriptive material do not fall within any of the categories of patentable 
subject matter set forth in 35 U.S.C. § 101, and such claims are therefore ineligible for patent 
protection. See 1300 OG 142 (November 22, 2005) (in particular, see Annex IV(c)). Claims 
which recite packet signals, authenticated signals and unauthenticated signals are merely 
claiming software which is non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sawada et 
al(2002/0016858). 

5. As per claims 1, 4, Sawada et al discloses a user authentication system including 
communication terminal[see fig. 5, sheet 4, #403, 0008]; physical-port changeover means having 
packet signal input means for inputting a packet signal[0012, 0076], which was dispatched to a 
predetermined communication network requiring authentication from this communication 
terminal [01 69-01 71], on an upstream side thereof, authentication existence determination means 
for determining whether or not the packet signal, which this packet signal input means input, is a 
signal that has received the authentication of said predetermined communication network[0171- 
0172], an unauthenticated-signal port for, at the time that this authentication existence 
determination means determined that this was a signal that had not received the authentication 
yet [0087, 0123], outputting this and an authenticated-signal port for, at the time that said 
authentication existence determination means determined that this was a signal that had already 
received the authentication^ 104, 0250], outputting this; temporary-use address offer means for, 
at the time that said packet signal was output from the unauthenticated signal port of this 
physical-port changeover means[0087, 0123, 0145-0150], temporarily giving a temporary-use IP 
address for login to the communication terminal that dispatched its packet signal [01 62]; 
temporary-use IP address/communication terminal correspondence storage means for storing a 
correspondence between the temporary-use IP address that this temporary-use address offer 
means offered[0157, 0162], and the communication terminal; login picture display means for, at 
the time that the communication terminal, which received an offer of the temporary-use IP 
address by said temporary-use address offer means[0212], logged in said predetermined 
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communication network for receiving the authentication^ 129], and its packet signal was output 
from said unauthenticated-signal port [0087, 0123], inputting this for displaying a login 
picture[0212]; authentication-propriety determination means for, at the time that the login was 
made from said communication terminal by using this login picture display means, determining 
whether or not the authentication is made for this[0212]; and network address bestowal means 
for, at the time that this authentication-propriety determination means determined to make the 
authentication, giving to the communication terminal a network address for transferring the 
signal packet to a desired communication network, which became an object of the authentication, 
in a manner that it is caused to correspond to the communication terminal stored in said 
temporary-use IP address/communication terminal correspondence storage means, instead of the 
temporary-use IP address[0228-0229, 0231-0233]. 

6. As per claim 2, Sawada et al discloses said user authentication system characterized in 
including network distribution means for, at the time that said communication terminal, to which 
the network address was given by said network address bestowal means, dispatched the packet 
signal, receiving this through said authenticated-signal port to distribute this to the corresponding 
communication network[0145]. 

7. As per claims 3, 6, Sawada discloses user authentication system characterized in that said 
authentication existence determination means includes a user registration section having users, 
who received the authentication, registered, and determines whether or not the authentication for 
each user was made, based on whether or not the user was registered in this user registration 
section[0217, 0254]. 

8. As per claim 5, Sawada discloses said user authentication system characterized in 
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including IP subnet distribution means for, at the time that said communication terminal, to 
which the IP address was given by said normal IP address bestowal means, dispatched the packet 
signal, receiving this through said authenticated-signal port to distribute this to the corresponding 

* 

IP network[0131-0135]. 

9. As per claim 7, Sawada disclose said user authentication system characterized in that said 
IP sub-network distribution means employs either the IP address or an MAC address of said 
communication terminal to make distribution of the packet signal sent from the communication 
terminal[0219]. 

10. As per claim 8, Sawada discloses said user authentication system characterized in that 
said IP subnet distribution means distributes the packet signal to a communication network 
having a destination with which both of said IP address and an MAC address accorded[0228- 
0231]. 

11. As per claim 9, Sawada discloses a user authentication system including a 
communication terminal; address bestowal means for, at the time that access was made from this 
communication terminal, giving to this an address that is accessible by an internet; and 
authentication-time Web access means for[0228-0229, 0231-0233], at the time that said 
communication terminal made use of the address given by this address bestowal means to 
request authentication, causing said communication terminal to make an input operation and 
display for the authentication with a Web display picture, which is displayed at the time of 
internet access, taken as a picture for the authentication^ 12]. 

12. As per claim 10, Sawada discloses an internet access request step of, in making access to 
an internet, dispatching a packet signal from a predetermined communication terminal to a 
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network service provider connected to a local area network to make a request for access to an 
internet[0076]; temporary-use IP address return step of, at the time that the request was made for 
access to the internet in this internet access request step, returning a temporary-use IP address for 
login to this communication terminal0157, 0162]; an authentication request step of using the 
temporary-use IP address returned in this temporary-use IP address return step to dispatch the 
packet signal of an authentication request for a specific internet service provider from said 
communication terminal [0087, 0123, 0145-0150]; an authentication-propriety determination step 
of, based on information described in the packet signal sent in this authentication request step, 
determining on a network service provider side whether or not authentication of said specific 
internet service provider is obtained [01 04]; a normal-IP-address return step of, at the time that it 
was determined in this authentication-propriety determination step that the authentication was 
obtained, returning to its communication terminal the IP address assigned for said specific 
internet service provider; a packet-signal-for-internet-access dispatch step of using the normal IP 
address returned in this normal-IP-address return step to dispatch the packet signal for internet 
access from said communication terminal; and a packet signal distribution step of receiving the 
packet signal dispatched in this packet-signal-for-internet-access dispatch step to check said 
normal IP address thereof, and to distribute this to said specific internet service provider[0171- 
0172]. 

* 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jenise E. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-3791. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (6:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) alternate Friday's. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
. may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

♦ 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 



like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




June 20, 2007 




